
1

情态动词表推测用法总结及专项练习

1.can / could用于表推测的用法

(1) 从使用句型上看，can 通常只用于否定句或疑问句，一般不用于肯定句，而 could
可用于肯定句、否定句和疑问句。两者没有时间上的差别，只是 could 比 can 更委婉，

更不确定。如：

It can’t [couldn’t] be true. 那不可能是真的。

What can [could] they be doing? 他们会在干什么呢?

We could go there this summer. 今年夏天我们可能要去那儿。

注：can 有时也用于肯定句中表示推测，主要用于表示理论上的可能性(即从理论上

看是可能的，但实际未必会发生)，或表示“有时”之意。如：

Even experienced teachers can make mistakes. 即使是有经验的教师也可能出错。

She can be very unpleasant. 她有时很令人讨厌。

(2) 从时间关系看，对现在或将来情况作推测，后接动词原形；对正在进行的情况作

推测，后接 be doing 结构；对过去情况作推测，后接动词完成式。如：

He could have gone home. 他可能已经回家了。

He can’t [couldn’t] have understood. 他不可能理解了。

Why does he know this? Can [Could] someone have told him about it? 他怎么知道?
会是哪个人告诉他了吗?

(3) “could+完成式”除表示对过去的推测外，还有以下重要用法：

① 表示过去没有实现的可能性，常译为“本来可以”。如：

I could have lent you the money．Why didn’t you ask me? 我本来可以借这笔钱给你

的。你为什么不向我提出?

② 用来委婉地责备某人过去应该做某事而没有去做，常译为“本来应该”。如：

You could have helped him. 你本来应该帮助他的。

③ 表示“差点儿就要”。如：

I could have died laughing. 我差点儿笑死了。

2. may / might用于表推测的用法

表示推测，两者都可用，只是 might 比 may 语气更不确定，表示的可能性更小。
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(1) 在句型使用方面：两者均可用于肯定句和否定句，但用于疑问句时，may通常不

用于句首，但可用于疑问句的句中（如特殊疑问句等），而might尽管可以用于疑问句的

句首，但不算普通，通常会改用其他句式（如用 could等）。如：

He may [might] know the answer. 他可能知道答案。

He may [might] not believe you. 他可能不会相信你。

And who may [might] she be? 那么她会是哪一位呢？

(2) 从时间关系看，对现在或将来情况作推测，后接动词原形；对正在进行的情况作

推测，后接 be doing 结构；对过去情况作推测，后接动词完成式。如：

He may [might] tell his wife. 他也许会告诉他妻子。

He may [might] be writing a letter. 他可能在写信。

She may [might] have read it in the papers. 她可能在报上已读到过此事。

(3)“might+完成式”除表示对过去的推测外，还有以下重要用法：

① 表示过去某事可能发生而实际上却并没发生。如：

It was really very dangerous. I might have killed myself. 那真的是太危险了，我差点

没命了。

A lot of men died who might have been saved．很多人本来可以获救的却死了。

② 表示委婉的批评或责备。如：

You might have made greater progress. 你的进步本来可更大一些的。

You might at least have answered my letter. 你至少可以回我一封信嘛。

3. must表示推测的用法

must 表示很有把握的推测，其意为“一定会”“肯定会”，只用于肯定句，一般不用于否

定句或疑问句。表示对现在或未来的情况作推测，后接动词原形；表示对过去情况的推

测，接动词完成式。如：

I must be the happiest woman on earth! 我一定是世界上最幸福的女人了。

No, he must be lying. 不，他一定在撒谎

He must have mistaken my meaning. 他一定误会了我的意思。

4. should have done 的用法

should have done只用于谈论过去情况，主要有两个用法：一是用于推测过去已经发

生的情况，二是用于指本该发生而实际上未发生的情况。如：

You should have told me so before. 你早就应该告诉我。

He should have arrived by now. 此时他本该到了。
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Look at the time! We should have been at the theatre ten minutes ago. 瞧都什么时

候了! 十分钟前我们就该到戏院了。

5. need have done 的用法

need have done结构主要用于否定句或疑问句，一般不用于肯定句。用于否定句时，

表示本来不必做某事，但实际上却做了；用于疑问句时，用于询问某一过去动作的必要

性。如：

You needn’t have hurried. 你当时实在不必那么匆忙。

She needn’t have come in person — a letter would have been enough. 她本不必亲

自来——写封信来就足够了。

Need you have paid so much? 你当时真须要付那么多钱吗?

Need they have sold the farm? 他们那时非得把农场卖掉不可吗?

1.Michael __ be a policeman, for he's much too short.

A. need't B. can't C. should D .may

2.Johnny,you __ play with the knife. You __hurt youself.

A.won't,can't B.mustn't,may C.shouldn't,must D.cant't,shouldn't

3.Peter __ come with us tonight,but taken he isn't very sure yet.

A.can B.may C.will D.must

4.Put on more clothes.You __ be taken feeling cold with only a shirt on. A.must B.can C.could

D.would

5.It's nearly seven o'clock.Jack __ be here at any moment.

A.must B.need C.should D.can

6.I didn't hear the phone.I __ asleep.

A.must be B.must have been C.should be D.should have been

7.Jack __ yet,otherwise he would have telephoned me.

A.mustn't have arrived B.shouldn't have arrived C.can't have arrived D.need not have arrived
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8.--there were already five people in the car but they managed to take me as well. --It __ a

comfortable journey.

A.can't be B.shouldn't be C.mustn't have been D.couldn't have been

9.He __you more help,even though he was very busy.

A.might have given B.might give C.may have given D.may give

10.Yesterday Jane waooked away from the discussion.Otherwise,she __ something the would

regret later.

A.had said B.said C.might say D.might have said

11.There was plenty of time.She __.

A.mustn't have hurried B.needn't have hurried C.should have written it out D.couldn't have

hurried

12.Tom ought not to __ me your secret,but be meant no harm.

A.have told B.tell C.be telling D.haven't told

13.I told Sally how to get there ,but perhaps I __ for her.

A.had to wirte it out B.must have written it out C.should have written it out D.ought to write it

out

14.If you had worked harder,you __.

A.would succeed B.had succeeded C.should succeed D.would have succeeded

15.--If he __,he __that food. --luckily he wsa sent to the hospital immediately.

A.was warned;would not take B.had been warrned;had not taken C.would be warned;had not

taken D.would have been warned;had not taken

16.--I stayed at a hotel while in New York. --Oh,did you?You __ with Barbara.

A.could have stayed B.could stay C.would stay D.must have stayed

17.Sorry I'm late.I __ have turned off the alarm and gone back to sleep again.
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A.might B.should C.can D.will

18.--Shall I tell John about it? --No you __.I've told him already. A.needn't B.wouldn't

C.mustn't D.shouldn't

19.The new airoprt __ if they had not stopped working on it.

A.would complete B.had been completed C.had completed D.would have been completed

20.I didn't see her in the meeting-room this morning.She __ at the meeting.

A.mustn't have spoken B.shouldn't have spoken C.needn't have spoken D.couldn't have

spoken

21.That young man has made so much noise that he __ not have been allowed to attend the

concert.

A.could B.must C.would D.should

22.Susan __ written a report like this.

A.can have B.mustn't have D.can't have D.ought to not have

23.There wasd a lot of fun at yesterday's party.You __ come,but why didn't you? A.must have

B.should C.need have D.ought to have

[答案及难点解析] 1.B 2.B mustn't表示“禁止”，may 表示“不可能” 3.B can 表示“理论上的可

能、普遍性的可能、当然的可能，并非说话人主观认为可能，即并非猜测”，故不可选 A。
4.A 5.C at any moment/minute 意为“随时，马上”。 6.B 由句中的时态可知是在对过去的

事件进行推测，故用情态动词+have done。7.C 由 otherwise…一句可知说话人对 Jack 没有

来持确定的态度。除所给答案外，A 也正确。 8.D 与 7 题相似，C 也是正确的，意为“肯
定不舒服”。 9.A may 不可表示过去的事。 10.D 11.B表示“当时本没必要那么匆忙”。 12.A
13.C 14.D 15.B 16.A 二人相遇的可能性不大。17.A18.A19.D 对过去情况的虚拟假设，注意

要用被动语态。20.D21.D22.C据常识可知是在对过去的事进行推测。23.D
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